
Work Featured In Affiliations

Expertise 

• Studies how online activity 
connects to grief, violence, 
trauma, and harmful behaviors 
offline.

• Partners with young people, 
including youth of color, to under-
stand how they use social media.

• Develops AI techniques to analyze 
social media content.

• Integrates context and culture 
into the training of AI models so 
they more accurately reflect Black 
people’s speech.

• Collaborates with youth, computer 
scientists, and clinicians on 

strategies for using technology to 
promote joy and well-being.

• Advises AI startups and social 
media companies on ethics, 
responsible innovation, social 
justice, and mental health.

Contact

dupatton@upenn.edu

desmonduptonpatton.com

Social Media Channels

Desmond Patton

@DrDesmondPatton

Academic Profiles

UPenn / Google Scholar / CV

Samples of Public-Facing Work

Read / Watch / Listen

Available to Comment On 

Technology and 
well-being

AI ethics and bias

AI and race

Inclusive innovation

Social media and mental 
health, especially 
among young people

Grief, trauma, joy, 
and resilience

Youth development 
and well-being

Issues facing Black 
and Latinx youth

Gun violence prevention

Gangs and community 
violence

Desmond Upton Patton
Professor at University of Pennsylvania  
Founder and Director of SAFELab

Desmond Upton Patton is a researcher, technologist, 
and social worker who studies how social media 
affects well-being, mental health, and violence.

mailto:dupatton@upenn.edu
https://www.desmonduptonpatton.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/desmond-patton-49a7b59/
https://twitter.com/DrDesmondPatton
https://sp2.upenn.edu/person/desmond-upton-patton/
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=Il-GLPIAAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao
https://sp2.upenn.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Patton-2022.pdf
https://www.newsweek.com/there-one-major-element-missing-debate-kids-social-media-opinion-1895270
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BmlvOGh7Spo&t=234s
https://www.npr.org/2020/08/21/904646038/police-monitoring-of-social-media-sparks-concerns-in-black-and-brown-communities



