
   
  

  

   

Quantifying the Unknown: 
Da t a  Lim  it a t io n s  fo r  Yo u t h  w it h  
Exp e rie n ce  in  Fo st e r  Ca re  
a t t e n d in g  P o st  -Se co n d a ry  
In  s t it u  t io n  s  

Ka t  Kirkm  a n , MSW  Ca n d id a t e  



 

  

   
  
    

 
  

Barriers to Higher Education Success for 
Fo st e r-Ca re In vo lve d  Yo u t h 

● Hist o ry o f  a b u se  o r n e g le c t  
● Sig n ifica n t  sch o o l in s t a b ilit y 
● La ck  o f  fa m  ily a n d  a d u lt  su p p o rt s  
● Low e r ra t e s  o f h ig h  sch oo l g ra d u a t ion  
● Lo w e r ra t e s o f m a t ricu la t io n a n d e n ro llm e n t  in co lle g e 
● Dism a l co lle g e g ra d u a t io n  ra t e s 
● La ck  o f fin a n c ia l  su p p o rt  



 

     
     

    
 

     
 

   
  

Proposed Legislation HB 1276: 
Fo st e rin g  In d e p e n d e n ce  Th ro u g h  Ed u ca t ion  Ac t  

● Tu it io n  a n d  fe e  w a ive r fo r yo u t h  w it h  e xp e rie n ce  in  fo st e r  ca re  
fo r a t  le a s t  s ix m o n t h s  a ft e r  a g e  14  

● Mu st  a p p ly fo r  a ll a va ila b le  fe d e ra l a n d  s t a t e  g ra n t s  
● Elig ib le  sch o o ls 

○ P A St a t e  Syst e m  o f Hig h e r  Ed u ca t io n  u n ive rs it ie s  
○ St a t e  -re la t e d  in s t it u t io n s 

● Ma y  o r m  a y n o t  in c lu d e  ro o m  a n d  b o a rd  
● Ma n d a t e d  d a t a  co lle c t io n  a n d  p o in t  o f  co n t a c t  



Determining Cost 

1 2 3 4 



   

   
    

 
  

   
  

 
      

Number of St u d e n t s Elig ib le  fo r a Tu it ion  W a ive r 

● AFCARS  20 0 9 t o  20 16 d a t a :  
○ Ave ra g e  n u m  b e r  o f ch ild re n  e n t e rin g  ca re  b e t w e e n  a g e  16  

t o 20 : 2,24 5 
○ Ave ra g e  n u m  b e r  o f ch ild re n  in  fo st e r ca re  o n  Se p  30 t h  

a g e s 15 t o 20 : 4 ,615 
● P e n n sylva n ia  Ch a fe e  Ed u ca t io n  a n d  Tra in in g  Gra n t  P ro g ra m  

○ En t e re d  ca re  a ft e r  a g e  16  
○ 8 ,356  e lig ib le a p p lica n t s a cco rd in g t o P HEAA fo r SY 20 18 -

20 19 



  

  
 

 

  

 

  

 
 

 

 

Number of St u d e n t s  Like ly t o Use  a Tu it ion  W a ive r 

St a  t e  s  w  it h  t u  it io  n  
w a ive rs  in p la c e 

0.2 -9.5% 

● Ma ryla n  d  
● No rt h  Ca ro lin a 
● O kla h o m a 
● Ma ssa c  h  u  se  t  t  s  
● Arizo n a 
● Te xa s 

P u b lish e d  s t u d ie s 

7-13% 

● Co  n  n  e c  t  e d  b  y 25  
(20 0 3) 

● Su p p o  rt  in  g  su c  c  e  ss  
(20 10 ) 

● Im p ro vin g  fa m ily 
fo s t e r c a re  (20 10 ) 

● Im p ro vin g  e d u c a t io n a l 
ou  t  c  om e  s  fo r  you  t  h  in  
c  a  re  (20 0 2)  

P A Ch a fe e  Gra n t 
P ro g ra m , 20 18 t o  20 19 

5% 

● 8 ,356  e lig ib le 
a p p lic a n t s 

● 8 13 a p p lic a n t s 
● 4  29  g  ra n  t  s  a w  a rd  e  d  
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FEE GRAINT AWARDS 

370 364 

  

  
 

  

 
 

Number of St u d e n t s  Like ly t o Use  a Tu it ion  W a ive r 

● 14 % o f 8 ,356 
e lig ib le 
a p p lica n t s is  8 66 
s t u d e n t s  

● Five  Ye a r Ave ra g e  
o f Ch a fe e  Gra n t 
re c ip ie n t s  is 392 



But How Much Does it Cost? 
$20,GOO $40,000 $60,000 

Ca I iforn i a Univers ity of Pe nnsylva n i a 

Sh ippensburg U nivers ity of Pennsy lvan ia 

Ind iana Un ivers ity of Pennsylvan ia 

Thaddeus Stevens Co llege of Techno logy 

Linco ln Un iversity 

Temp le U n iversity 

Un iversity of Pittsburgh 

Pennsy lvania State University 

$80,000 $100,000 $120,000 $140,000 

I 

-
-
-

I I I 

I 

I 

I I I I I I 
Shippensbu rg 

Pennsylvania State University of Indiana University of California UniversityThaddeus StevensTemple Unive rsity University ofLincoln University
Unive rsity Pittsburgh College of Technology Pennsylvania of PennsylvaniaPennsylvania 

II - Total Annual Cost $139,272 $28,784 $63,586 $64,838 $4,797 $5,214 $5,120 $36,575 
II - Numbe r of Students 20 4 19 6 6 26 7 11 



But How Much Does it Cost? 
$50,000 $100,000 $150,000 

Ca I iforn i a Univers ity of Pe nnsylva n i a 

Sh ippensburg U nivers ity of Pennsy lvan ia 

Ind iana Un ivers ity of Pennsylvan ia 

Thaddeus Stevens Co llege of Techno logy 

Linco ln Un iversity 

Temp le U n iversity 

Un iversity of Pittsburgh 

Pennsy lvania State University 

$200,000 $250,000 $300,000 

I 

-
-
-

I I 

I 

n 

I I I I I 
Shippensburg

Pennsylvania State University of Indiana University of California UniversityThaddeus StevensTemple University University ofLincoln University
University Pittsburgh College of Technology Pennsylvania of PennsylvaniaPennsylvania 

II - Total Annual Cost $281,949 $58,104 $128,358 $130,886 $9,684 $10,525 $10,335 $73,831 
II - Number of Students 44 9 41 13 13 57 16 25 



  
   

    
     

Most Likely Cost 

● Tu it io n  a n d  fe e s  o n ly: $319,0 0 0  t o  $70 4 ,0 0 0  
● In c lu d in g  ro o m  a n d  b o a rd : $1.0 3 t o  $5.66  m illio n  
● P ASSHE  a n n u a l b u d g e t  is  $2.1B  a n d  P e n n  St a t e  is  $6 .5B  
● Co st  o f s t a t e  h ig h e r  e d u ca t io n  fu n d in g : 0 .0 2% t o  0 .4 1%  

https://funding:0.02


 
   

 

  

Future Actions 

● Re p o rt  is  w rit t e n  
○ W a it in g fo r fin a l a p p ro va l fro m Fie ld  Ce n t e r le a d e rsh ip 

● Ad vo ca t in g w it h  s t a t e  le g is la t o rs 
● Fin d in g  co sp o n so rs  
● Ge t t in g  e n o u g h  vo t e s  fo r b ill p a ssa g e  
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