
 
 

 

   

  

 
 

 
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  
 

  
 

   
  

   
 

     
 

      
 

    
 

 

Ram A. Cnaan 

February 2021 

Curriculum Vitae 

Director of the Program for Religion and Social Policy Research 
Faculty Director of the Goldring Reentry Initiative 

Fellow of the American Academy of Social Work and Social Welfare (AASWSW). 

University of Pennsylvania 
School of Policy & Practice 

3701 Locust Walk 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 

Work phone: 215.898.5523/fax 215.573.2099 
E-mail: cnaan@upenn.edu 

Global Eminent Scholar 
Kyunghee University Graduate Institute of Peace 

Social Work license: #SW-005964-E 

EDUCATION 

1978-1981 University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA, Social Work, Ph.D. 
Title of dissertation: Forecasting an Organization’s Environmental 
Reactions to Policy Initiation by Another Organization. 

1975-1977 The Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel 
Social Work, M.S.W. (Cum Laude) 
Title of thesis: Life Conditions of Octogenarians in Israel. 

1972-1975 The Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel 
Social Work, B.S.W. (Cum Laude) 
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MAJOR RESEARCH INTERESTS 

Voluntary activity and community organizations, with special interest in the 
employment of volunteers in human services, the role of voluntary organizations in 
the community, grassroots organizations, and local religious congregations’ social 
and community service provision. 

Faith-based social welfare: Studying the role that congregations and other religious 
organizations play in serving the needs of poor and vulnerable residents. 

Reentry of ex-prisoners into society and prevention of recidivism. 

Social policy with special interest on international comparative analysis and 
international social & economic development. 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 

2015-present University of Pennsylvania, PRUCCS Resident 
& Fox Leadership Program Senior Fellow 

2013-present Kyung Hee University Eminent International 
Scholar 

2010-2011 School of Social Policy & Practice Senior Associate Dean 

2005-2010 School of Social Policy & Practice Associate Dean 
for Research 

2008-present Graduate Group Urban Studies School of Design Member 

2008-2009 Yonsei University (Korea) Visiting Professor 

2006-2012 Kyung Hee University (Korea) Visiting Professor 

2004-2011 Doctoral Program in Social Welfare Chair 

2004-2007 Bar Ilan University Adjunct Professor 

2000-present Programs for the Study of Religion Director 
and Social Policy Research (PRSPR) 

1996-1998 York University, Toronto, Canada Senior Fellow 
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Faculty of Environmental Studies 

1986-1989 University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA Assistant Professor 
School of Social Work (Visiting) 

1983-1986 Tel-Aviv University, Tel Aviv, Israel Lecturer 
Bob Shapell School of Social Work 

1981 (summer) Cornell University, Ithaca, NY Assistant Professor 

1980-1981 Edinboro State College, Edinboro, PA Assistant Professor 
Department of Sociology, Anthropology, 
and Social Work 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

2020 Grant reviewer for the Israeli Science Foundation. 

2019 Member of the International Committee to Evaluate Social Work Education 
in National University of Singapore. 

2019-present Grant reviewer for the Flemish ESF-Science Connect Peer Review Services. 

2018-present Member past-ARNOVA presidents committee to select the RGK/ARNOVA 
grant winner. 

2018-present Coordinator Educational Training for Employee Ownership Program. 

2018-present Council of Social Work Education (CSWE) Co-Chair for the Higher \ 
Education and Nonprofit Leadership Track. 

2016-present Reviewer of abstracts submitted to SSWR annual conferences 

2016-present Member of advisory board, Goldman Center for Welfare, Ethics, and Society 
at the Hebrew University. 

2016-2019 Board member of China Institute for Philanthropy and Social Innovation 
(CIPSI) at Renmin University of China. 

2014-2016 Co-convener of the Roundtable on Social Work Doctoral education 
(Islandwood, WA and beyond). 
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2015-2018 Member of the International Committee to Evaluate Social Work Education 
in Israel. 

2014-2015 Grant reviewer for the Canadian SSHRC (Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council). 

2014-2017 Chair of the criminal Justice track for the SSWR annual conference. 

2013-2015 Member Nominations Committee for ARNOVA. 

2012 Member, Planning Committee of the 3rd Nitte International Conference on 
Development Challenges: Global Aspirations and Local Realities. 

2011-present Member, Advisory Board City of Philadelphia, Department of Behavioral 
Health and Intellectual Disability Services’ Faith & Spiritual Affairs. 

2011 Grant proposal reviewer for the Research Foundation Flanders. 

2011-2018 Member of ACOSA “Lifetime Achievement,” and “Emerging Scholar 
Award” committees. 

2011 Chair of Nominations Committee, ARNOVA. 

2010-2016 Co-chair and reviewer for the best article in Journal of Community Practice 
award committee (Covering Volumes 17 & 21). 

2011-2017 Dissertation reviewer for Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel. 

2010-2011 Board member and past president of ARNOVA (Association for Research on 
Nonprofit Organizations and Voluntary Action). 

2010-2012 Co-coverer along with Professor Marybeth Gasman of the Delaware Valley 
interest group in nonprofit research. 

2008-2010 President of ARNOVA. 

2009 Chair and local host organizer of GADE (Group of the Advancement of 
Doctoral Education). 

2005-2011 Board member of Porter-Cason Institute, Tulane University, New Orleans, 
LA. 

2008-2010 Reviewer of grant proposals for GAPSA-Provost’s Award for 
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Interdisciplinary Innovation. 

2008-2009 Reviewer of grant proposals for the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council of Canada (SSHRC). 

2008 Chair of local organizing committee for ARNOVA Annual Conference. 

2007-2008 Member of the CSWE Regional Planning Committee. 

2006-2013 Reviewed proposals for the following annual conferences: CSWE, APM, 
SSWR, and ARNOVA. 

2005-2010 Board member of ACOSA (Association for Community Organization and 
Social Administration). 

2003-2011 Reviewer of proposals for the Society for Social Work Research annual 
meetings. 

2002-2003 Co-convener of the University Interdisciplinary Seminar series on 
Spirituality and Health: Connecting Spirit, Society, and Science. 

2002-2011 Reviewer and evaluator for the annual meeting of ARNOVA. 

2001 Invited reviewer and evaluator for research papers for the Portland State 
University Nonprofit Program. 

2000-2004 Member of the Executive Committee of ARNOVA. Chair of the Section on 
Community and Grassroots Associations (2002-2004). 

2000-2001 Associate Director of CRRUCS (Center for the Research on Religion and 
Urban Civil Society), University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA. 

2000 External reviewer for dissertation: New York University. 

2000-2002 Convener for University of Pennsylvania Seminar Series on Nonprofit 
Organizations and Voluntary Action. 

1999-2001 Treasurer of Social Development Issues (Academic Journal). 

1999 External reviewer for dissertation: Bharathidasan University, India. 

1998-2000 Member of the committee to elect the editors of the ARNOVA-Abstract. 

1997-present Founder and Director of the Program for the Study of Organized Religion 
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and Social Work, University of Pennsylvania. 

1997 Participant in special expert meeting on “Researching religion in urban 
America.” Organized by the Louisville Institute. Louisville, KY, May 28-29. 

1997 Participant in special expert meeting on “The civic roles of local religious 
organizations.” Organized by Indiana University Center on Philanthropy, 
FAME Renaissance, and the Johnson Foundation, Wingspread, WI, April 11-
13. 

1995-1999 Member of ARNOVA’s Board of Directors. 

1994-1995 Elected member of the University of Pennsylvania Faculty Senate. 

1993-1995 Chair of Meetings Committee and Annual Conferences for ARNOVA: 
October 1994, Berkeley, CA and November 1995, Cleveland, OH. 

1993-1995 Vice President for meetings, ARNOVA. 

1993-1995 Member of ACOSA (Association for Community Organization and Social 
Administration) Nominations and Awards Committees. 

1992-1993 Special consultant for the National Task Force on Promoting and Setting 
Standards and Expertise in Community Organization, State of Israel. 

1991-1996 Member of Publications Committee of ARNOVA. 

1991-1998 Member of National Committee for Quality Assurance and Accreditation— 
Hillel, B’nai Brith Foundations. 

1991-1995 Co-convener of the university PARSS seminar series on Nonprofit 
Organizations and Voluntary Activity. 

1991-1992 Chair of local organizing committee Inter-University Consortium on Social 
Development, International Conference, Washington, DC. 

1990-1991 Chair of program committee, HUSITA-2 (Human Services Information 
Technology Applications), New Brunswick, NJ. 

1990 Member of special foreign experts advising team to the Hungarian 
government on establishment of national social work curriculum. 

1990-2001 Member of program committee, Inter-University Consortium on Social 
Development (IUCISD), bi-annual conferences: 1990, San Jose, Costa Rica; 
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1992, Washington, DC; 1994, Kandy, Sri-Lanka; 1996, Oporto, Portugal; 
1988, Cairo, Egypt; 1999, Cape Town, South Africa; and 2001, Istanbul, 
Turkey. 

1990 Member of APM (Annual program meeting) Corresponding Committee, 
Council on Social Work Education (CSWE), Reno, Nevada. 

1988 Co-chair special session on information technology and social work 
education. CSWE, Atlanta, Georgia. 

1988 Chair of pre-conference colloquium on information technology and social 
work, International Association of Schools of Social Work (IASSW), 
Vienna, Austria. 

1987-1993 Co-chair of the IASSW Interest Group on Information Technology. 

1986 Country representative in international experts meeting on: Decentralization 
of social services, Brighton, England. 

1985 Country representative in expert meeting on: The welfare state in transition, 
Haifa, Israel. 

1985 Country representative in expert meeting on new technologies: New social 
responsibilities and modes of intervention, West Berlin, West Germany. 

1983-1986 Chairman of the Program Committee of the Annual National Conferences of 
the Israeli Association of Social Workers (for three annual conferences). 

1982-1986 Co-chair of the Israeli National Association of Social Workers, Social Policy 
Committee. 

1982 Member of Program Committee, National Conference of Israeli Social 
Workers, Jerusalem, Israel. 

1978 Member of the local organizing committee for the International Federation of 
Social Workers, Tel Aviv, Israel. 

GRANTS AND PROFESSIONAL AWARDS 

2019 Best reviewer award from Journal of Social Work Education (JSWE) 
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2018-2019 Understanding success in implementing cashless villages in rural India 
($65,000) 

2017 Understanding the work of elite US Universities ($143,000) 

2016 Best reviewer award from Nonprofit & Voluntary Sector Quarterly (NVSQ). 

2016 Community movements and local organizations conference (Seattle, WA, 
$51,000) 

2012-2019 Education program for Kyung Hee students ($309,000). 

2014-2019 Grant to support work on employee owned businesses ($30,000). 

2011-2012 Support for Delaware Valley nonprofit seminar for a book on innovative 
nonprofit organizations from the Vice Provost for Research, University of 
Pennsylvania ($8,500). 

2011-2012 Grant to study voluntary behaviors among members of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints from the University Research fund ($22,850). 

2011 Best reviewer award from Journal of Social Work Education. 

2011-2013 Grant to organize social work internship program in the Philadelphia Prison 
System from the Goldring Foundation ($250,000). 

2010 Support for Delaware Valley nonprofit seminar from the Vice Provost for 
Research, University of Pennsylvania ($9,000). 

2010-2012 Grant to study “Halo effect of congregations: Valuing their contribution to 
the local social economy” from Partners for Sacred Places & William Penn 
Foundation ($23,000). 

2009-2010 Evaluating “Mind Your Mind Foundation’s Empowered Minds Public 
Education Initiative.” (Supporting a doctoral student) Philadelphia, PA 
($50,307). 

2008 Grant from the TRIO Center to study financial gerontology (supporting a 
doctoral student) ($20,000). 

2006-2008 Grant from Jessie Ball duPont for assessing faith resources for effective 
community planning in Wilmington, DE ($273,105). 

2006 Grant from the City of Philadelphia to study re-entry services ($110,000). 
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2005 Grant from the Kellogg Foundation to host an expert meeting on “community 
movements and local organizations” ($39,000). 

2003 Grant from Notre Dame University Center for Latino Studies for “Hispanic 
church research activities” ($10,600). 

2002-2003 Grant from the Department of Health and Human Services grant No. 
90EW0002/01 to study “Exploring the impact of a faith-based program for 
at-risk youth” ($193,456). 

2002 Grant from the Building on Bridges/Kellogg Foundation to Universities and 
Communities of Faith Collaborating for Community Change ($10,000). 

2001 Grant from the Annie E. Casey Foundation to write a report on the inclusion 
of former-prisoners in the community through faith-based groups and 
organizations ($26,000). 

2001 Distinguished Visiting Fellow at The Leonard E. Greenberg Center for the 
Study of Religion in Public Life, Trinity College (CT). 

2000 Visiting Professor at Catholic University Leuven, Belgium. 

1999-2001 Grant from Pew Charitable Trusts and Public/Private Venture to survey the 
social and community involvement of all of Philadelphia religious 
congregations and to produce the “Philadelphia Comprehensive Directory of 
Congregations.” (Budget for year 1: $250,000; budget for year 2: $300,000 
supported by Pew Charitable Trusts and The Buford Foundation; and budget 
for year 3: $180,000 (Pew Charitable Trusts)). 

1999-2002 Co-principle investigator on the University-Wide Program in Nonprofits, 
Universities, Communities, and Schools (PNUCS), University of 
Pennsylvania ($600,000). 

1999 The 60th Anniversary Celebration Distinguished Alumnus award of the 
University of Pittsburgh, School of Social Work. 

1998-2002 Grant to carry out a new course on managing and practicing social work 
within religious-based social service organizations from the Lilly 
Endowment ($281,200). 

1998-1999 Grants from the Kellogg Foundation and The Manhattan Institute to support 
data collection for the study of social and community services provided by 
American religious congregations ($50,000). 
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1998 Grant to conduct a social asset mapping of religious congregations in West 
Philadelphia from the Center for Community Partnerships ($3,000). 

1997-2000 Grant to study social and community services provided by American 
religious congregations from the Lilly Endowment ($422,000). 

1996 Benjamin Meaker Term Visiting Professor, University of Bristol, Bristol, 
U.K. 

1995 Grant to study social service delivery by historic congregations from Partners 
for Sacred Places. Supplemented by the Philadelphia Historic Preservation 
Corporation and the University of Pennsylvania School of Social Work 
($79,000). 

1995 Grant from the Philadelphia Jewish Federation on behalf of the Wexner 
Foundation to evaluate a training program for local mid- and senior-level 
managers in Jewish communal services ($12,000). 

1994 Grant from the Research Fund of the University of Pennsylvania, School of 
Social Work, to study The Philadelphia Jewish Family and Children Services 
($7,500). 

1993 Grant from the Program on Nonprofit Organizations at Yale University to 
study the Boards of Trustees of Denominational Social Services ($12,000). 

1991-1992 Grant from the State of PA, Department of Public Welfare, to study case 
management for severely mentally ill in Philadelphia (with Roberta Sands) 
($7,000). 

1990 Grant from Indiana University Center on Philanthropy to study volunteers in 
human services ($5,000). 

1990 Grant from JCAB-Hillel to study the needs of Jewish graduate students in the 
Philadelphia area ($6,000). 

1988-1991 Grant from the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism 
(NIAAA), SRCA (70) 1 R18 AA07906-01, for demonstrating and evaluating 
comprehensive services for dual-diagnosed homeless (through Horizon 
House, Inc.) ($370,000). 

1985 Bursary from the British Council for a four-month study tour in the social 
services of the U.K. to write a report on the impact of the British services on 
the Israeli model of social service delivery ($14,000). 
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1984 Grant from P. Sapir Memorial Fund for Municipal and Urban Research to 
study neighborhood-representing organizations (With Yossef Katan) 
($4,000). 

1978 Grant for excellent performance in M.S.W. program from The Hebrew 
University, Jerusalem, Israel. 

1977 The M.S.W. Program’s Award and Scholarship, The Hebrew University, 
Jerusalem, Israel. 

1975 Grant for excellent performance in B.S.W. program, The Hebrew University, 
Jerusalem, Israel. 

EDITORIAL ASSISTANCE AND BOARDS 

2015-present Associate editor, Voluntaristics Review: Brill Research Perspectives! 

2013-present Editorial board member of Journal of Family and Economic Issues. 

2009-present Editorial board member of Nonprofit & Voluntary Sector Quarterly. 

2009-present Editorial board member of Social Service Review. 

2007-present Consulting editor of Families in Societies. 

2006-present Editorial board member of Journal for Social Work Education. 

2001-present Editorial board member of Social Thought. 

2012-2016, 2020+ Editorial board member of Nonprofit Management & Leadership. 

2000-2017 Editorial board member of Administration in Social Work. 

1999-2015 Managing board and editorial board member of Social Development Issues. 

1996-2000 Editorial board member of Journal of Jewish Communal Services. 

1994-1999 Board member of International Journal of Rehabilitation and Health. 

1993-1997 Member of board of advisors of Voluntarism Review and Reporter. 

1992-1998 Deputy editor of Nonprofit & Voluntary Sector Quarterly. 
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1992-2018 Editorial board member of Journal of Community Practice: Organizing, 
Planning, Development, and Change. 

1990-1994 Editorial board member of Research on Social Work Practice. 

1988-1989 Mental Health Editor of the Social Work Newsletter. 

1986-2015 Editorial board member of Journal of Technology in Human Services 
(formerly Computers in Human Services). 

Reviewed manuscripts for (in past five years and in addition to the above journals): 
American journal of Community Psychology 
American Political Science Review 
British Journal of Social Work 
Contemporary Jewry 
Family Relations 
International Journal of Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Marketing 
International Journal of Social Welfare 
Interest Groups & Advocacy 
Journal of Community & Applied Social Psychology 
Journal of Community Psychology 
Journal of Health and Human Services Administration 
Journal of Religion and Health 
Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 
Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved 
Journal of Leadership Studies 
Journal of Muslim Philanthropy 
Journal of Offender Rehabilitation 
Journal of Social Policy (UK) 
Journal of Social Work 
Justice Quarterly 
Nonprofit Policy Forum 
Politics and Religion 
Psychology of Religion 
Public Management Review 
Review of Religious Studies 
Social Forces 
Social Policy & Administration 
Social Science Journal 
Society and Business Review 
Sociological Forum 
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Studies in Religion / Sciences Religieuses 
Voluntary Sector Quarterly 
Voluntary Sector Review 
Voluntas 
World Development 

COURSES TAUGHT IN LAST SEVEN YEARS 

NLPD781 Understanding and Managing Volunteers (A new course) 

NPLD 784 The Nonprofit Sector: Concepts and Theories 

SWRK901 Doctoral Pro-Seminar 

SWRK978 Research Seminar & Practicum (A new course). 

SWRK749 International course on nonprofit organizations and coexistence (A new 
course). 

SWRK601 Social Welfare Policy 

SWRK774 Program Evaluation. 

SWRK758 Practicing and Managing Social Work in Religious Contexts (A new course). 

SWRK615 Introduction to Social Work Research. 

SWRK768 Social Policy Issues as Portrayed in Literature (A new course; now being 
taught by others). 

Dissertations Chair and advisor for one Ph.D. dissertation and five DSW dissertations (see 
last page for list of graduated students and topics). 

TEACHING AWARDS 

1987-1988 Excellence in Teaching Award, University of Pennsylvania, School of Social 
Work. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

School Member Committee on Academic Freedom & Responsibility (2016-present). 
13 



 
 

     
    
        
    
      
      
       
      

  
    
     
     
    
   

    
    

    
     
     

 
    

 
         
        
        
       

  
    
    

    
      
     
     

 
 

   
 

    
 

   
 

    
 

Chair of Grievance Committee (2011-2013). 
Member MSW Governance Committee (2010-2017). 
Course Director: Research Methods (SW615) (2010 – 2017). 
Chair of Centennial Committee (2005-2009). 
Chair of the new Clinical DSW oversight committee (2006-2008). 
Director of Doctoral Program in Social Welfare (2005-2010). 
Chair of Graduate Group in Social Welfare Steering Committee (2005-2010). 
Chair of the committee for planning a Clinical Doctor in Social Work 
program (2005-2006). 
Member of the school’s Management Team (2005-2011). 
Member of the school’s Executive Committee (2006-2011). 
Member of the school’s International Oversight Committee (2005-2018). 
Member of NPL governance Committee. 

University Member of Provost ABCS faculty Committee (2019-2020) 
Faculty liaison to the Academic Policy Trustee Committee (2011-2016) 
Member of the Council of Graduate Deans (2005-2011). 
Member of the University Research Council (2007-2011). 
Reviewer of research proposals for GAPSA and Provost’s Office (2010-
2014). 
Member of the Library Scholarly Commons Advisory Committee (2014-
2016). 
Faculty Fellow, Urban Research Institute at Penn (2004- ) 
Member of the Graduate Group in City Planning (2008- ). 
Member of the James Joo-Jin Kim Program in Korean Studies (2010- ). 
Member of faculty advisory board Netter Center for Community Partnership 
(2010- ). 

Community Doctoral seminar for ARNOVA (2013-2016) 
Reviewer for the Israel Science Foundation. (2014-2017) 
Member Faith and Community, City of Philadelphia 
Reviewer for the Flemish Science Foundation 
An evaluator of proposals and consultant to the Abraham Fund for Jewish-
Arab Coexistence in Israel (1996-2006). 
Board member of Porter-Cason Institute, Tulane University, New Orleans, 
LA. (2000-2011). 
Evaluator of research grants for the Israel Science Foundation (ISF). 

MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES 

1999-present Society for the Scientific Study of Religion (SSSR). 
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1997-present Association for the Sociology of Religion (ASR). 

1994-present The Society for Social Work and Research (SSWR). 

1991-present Association for Community Organization and Social Administration 
(ACOSA). 

1986-present Association of Research on Nonprofit Organizations and Voluntary Activity 
(ARNOVA), previously Association of Voluntary Action Scholars (AVAS). 

1985-1987 The Israeli National Association of Social Workers. 

1981-2006 Council on Social Work Education (CSWE). 
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HOBBIES 

Cultural Antique hunting (old tools), fictional literature, and Inuit art collecting. 
Sports Jogging. 



 
 

  

 
 

     
 

 
  

   
 

  
   

 
 

 
 

  
   

 
 

 
  

    
  

 
 

  
 

 

  
 

    
 

LIST OF PUBLICATIONS 

BOOKS 

Cnaan, R. A., & Milofsky, C. (2018). Handbook of community movement and local organizations 
in the 21st century. New York: Springer. 

Cnaan, R. A., & Kaplan Vinokur, D. (2014). Cases in innovative nonprofits: Organizations that 
make a difference. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. (ISBN: 9781452277707) 

Cnaan, R. A., Draine, J., & Dichter, M. E. (2008). A century of social work and social welfare at 
Penn. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press. 

Boddie, S. C., & Cnaan, R. A. (2007). Faith-based social services: Measures, assessments, and 
effectiveness. Bloomington, NY: Haworth Press. 

Cnaan, R. A., with Boddie, S. C., McGrew, C. C., & Kang, J. (2006). The other Philadelphia story: 
How local congregations support quality of life in urban America. Philadelphia: University 
of Pennsylvania Press. 

Cnaan, R. A., & Milofsky, C. (2006). Handbook of community movements and local organizations. 
New York: Springer. 
Winner of the 2009 the Virginia A. Hodgkinson Research Prize, given in recognition of a 
book that informs nonprofit policy and practice. 

Cnaan, R. A., with Boddie, S. C., Handy, F., Yancey, G., & Schneider, R. (2002). The invisible 
caring hand: American congregations and the provision of welfare. New York: New York 
University Press. 

Cnaan, R. A. with Boddie, S. C., & Wineburg, R. J. (1999). The newer deal: Social work and 
religion in partnership. New York: Columbia University Press. 

Cnaan, R. A., & Parsloe, P. (Eds.). (1989). The impact of information technology on social work 
practice. New York: Haworth Press. 
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ARTICLES 

Cnaan, R. A., Meijs, L. M. C. P., Brudney, J. L., Hersberger, S., Okada, A., Abu-Rumman, S. You 
thought that this would be easy? Seeking an understanding of episodic volunteering. 
Voluntas. 

Compion, S., Cnaan, R. A., Brudney, J. L., Jeong, B. G., Zhang, C., & Haski-Leventhal, D. (in 
press). ‘Young, Fun, and Free:’ Episodic volunteers in Ghana, South Africa and Tanzania. 
Voluntas. 

Compion, S., Jeong, B., Meijs, L. M. C., & Cnaan, R. A. (in press). Mobilising episodic volunteers 
for Mandela Day. Voluntary Sector Review. doi.org/10.1332/204080520X16000978324405 

Scott, M. L., & Cnaan, R. A. (in press). Personality, prosperity, priority, productivity, and piety: 
Understanding congregational valued members. Journal of Health and Human Services 
Administration, 42(3). 

Nouman, H., & Cnaan, R. A. (in press). Toolbox Recommendations for Social Workers in 
Promoting Successful Social Entrepreneurship. Social Work. 

Heist, H. D., Cnaan, R. A., Ruiz, S., & Evans, V., (in press). The emigration of pro-social 
behaviors: A comparative analysis of Colombian and US Latter-day Saints. Voluntas. 

Nouman, H., & Cnaan, R. A. (in press). Toolbox recommendations for social workers in promoting 
successful social entrepreneurship. Journal of the Society for Social Work and Research. 

Scott, M. L., & Cnaan, R. A. (2020). Youth and religion in an age of global citizenship 
identification: An 18-country study of youth. Children and Youth Services Review, 110. 
DOI: 10.1016/j.childyouth.2020.104754 

Heist, H. D., Cnaan, R. A., & Lough, B. (in press). Determinants of serving a mission: Senior 
volunteering among Latter-day Saints. Psychology of Religion and Spirituality. 
DOI:10.1037/rel0000246 

Weiss-Dagan, S., Cnaan, R. A. (2020). Understanding the evolution of national child welfare 
policies: The case of Israel. Children and Youth Services Review, 108. 
https://reader.elsevier.com/reader/sd/pii/S0190740919305286?token=4B71213FB10C4FBC 
4B44CF987F9EE76CF757EFE52C68957425389BFBE30C8D3DF6680C80DB886E3D0F8 
4D5D97EA0AECD DOI: 10.1016/j.childyouth.2019.104515 

Cnaan, R. A., & Woida, K. (2019). Power, Anxiety, and relationships between returning citizens 
and parole officers. Journal of Social Work, 43, 314-325. DOI: 10.1177/1468017319852692 
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Prisoner Reentry: Final Research Report. Submitted to the City of Philadelphia, Mayor Office of 
reentry. 

Cnaan, R. A., & Sinha, J. W. A preliminary investigation of a most urgent social issue: The faith 
based community and ex-prisoners re-entry. Submitted to the Annie E. Casey Foundation, 2002. 
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Cnaan, R. A., & Boddie, S. C. Black church outreach: Comparing how black and other 
congregations serve their needy neighbors. Center for Research on Religion and Urban Civic 
Society, University of Pennsylvania, Report 2001-1. 

Cnaan, R. A. Keeping faith in the city: Survey results on 887 congregations. Center for Research on 
Religion and Urban Civic Society, University of Pennsylvania, Report 2000-3. 

Cnaan, R. A. Keeping faith in the city: Report on how 401 congregations in Philadelphia serve their 
needy neighbors. Center for Research on Religion and Urban Civic Society, University of 
Pennsylvania, Report 2000-1. 

Cnaan, R. A. Social and community involvement. University of Pennsylvania, the Program for the 
Study of Organized Religion & Social Work, 1998. 

Cnaan, R. A. Social and community involvement of Philadelphia religious congregations housed in 
historic religious properties: Data analyses of mailed questionnaires. Report submitted to Historic 
Religious Properties Program of the Philadelphia Historic Preservation Corporation, 1996. 

Cnaan, R. A. Preliminary report of social and community service provision: Analysis of the 
Philadelphia data. Submitted to Partners for Sacred Places, 1996. 

Cnaan, R.A. & Cascio, T. A. Final Evaluation Report Tri-State Jewish Professional Leadership 
Program. Submitted to the Executive Committee of the Tri-State Jewish Professional Leadership 
Program, 1995. 

Cnaan, R. A. Evaluation of Hillel at Drexel, submitted to Hillel of Greater Philadelphia, 
1993. 

Cnaan, R. A., & Sands, R. G. Assessing the impact of two intensive case management programs, 
submitted to the City of Philadelphia and the State of Pennsylvania through the Department of 
Public Psychiatry, 1992. 

Blankertz, L. E., & Cnaan, R. A. Comprehensive rehabilitation services for dually diagnosed 
homeless individuals, submitted to the National Institute of Alcoholism and Alcohol Abuse 
(NIAAA), 1991. 

Cnaan, R. A., & Shmuely, Y. The needs of graduate Jewish students in the Philadelphia area, 
submitted to JCAB-Hillel, 1990. 

Cnaan, R. A. The social impact of urban renewal project in two communities and a model for its 
future evaluation, submitted to the Jewish Agency, Urban Renewal Project: Central Region of 
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Cnaan, R. A., & Katan, J. Neighborhood representing organizations in Israel: Final report, 
submitted to the P. Sapir Memorial Fund for Municipal and Urban Research, 1986. 

PAPERS PRESENTED AT SCIENTIFIC MEETINGS / INVITED (Selected from last 5 
years) 

Brudney, L. L., & Cnaan, R. A. you thought that this would be easy? Seeking an understanding of 
episodic event) Volunteering. 48th Annual conference of the Association for Research on Nonprofit 
Organizations and Voluntary Sector. San Diego, CA. November 21-23. 2019, 

Heist, D. H., Cummings, B., Farwell, M., & Cnaan, R. A. How and why people use donor-advised 
funds: A qualitative study of a variety of DAF users. 48th Annual conference of the Association for 
Research on Nonprofit Organizations and Voluntary Sector. San Diego, CA. November 21-23. 
2019, 

Heist, D. H., Cnaan, R. A., & Ruiz, S. S. Comparing voluntary behavior between members of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Colombia and the USA. 48th Annual conference of 
the Association for Research on Nonprofit Organizations and Voluntary Sector. San Diego, CA. 
November 21-23. 2019, 

Shefner, R., Treglia, D., & Cnaan, R. A. Evaluating the Goldring Reentry Initiative: Do Master of 
Social Work students provide effective reentry services to participants transitioning out of 
Philadelphia County Jails? Poster paper presented at the American Public Health Association 
annual meeting in Philadelphia, PA. November 2-6, 2019. 

Cnaan, R. A., & Heist, D. Volunteering among Latino members of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints in Colombia and the USA. Annual meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study 
of Religion. St. Louis, MO. October 25-27, 2019. 

Scott, M. L., Cnaan, R. A. Globalization’s requirements of youth: religious congregations as 
mediating structures. Annual meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion. St. Louis, 
MO. October 25-27, 2019. 

Cnaan, R. A. Volunteering by the other half. Conference on “Civic participation, volunteering, and 
Philanthropy: Assuming joint responsibility.” Annual meeting of the center for Civic Society & 
Philanthropy. Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel, May 14, 2019. 

Cnaan, R. A. The extra yard in episodic volunteering.  Conference on “Civic participation, 
volunteering, and Philanthropy: Assuming joint responsibility.” Annual meeting of the Center for 
Civic Society & Philanthropy. Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel, May 15, 2019. 

Cnaan, R. A. Community social work: From three models to conceptual complexity. Meeting on 
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Community Organization and Social Work. Bar Ilan University, Israel, March 6, 2019. 

Cnaan, R. A. Innovative nonprofit and social entrepreneurs: Definitions, case examples, limitations, 
and promises. A keynote lecture at the NGO Leadership Innovation & Social Impact conference. 
Hong Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, December 4, 2018. 

Bar, M., & Cnaan, R. A. Peace and coexistence nonprofit organizations in Israel: Background, 
history, and survival. 47th Annual conference of the Association for Research on Nonprofit 
Organizations and Voluntary Sector. Austin, TX. November 15-17. 2918, 

Itzhaki, Y., & Cnaan, R. A. Understanding loneliness and well-being among regular congregational 
attendees. Annual meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion. Las Vegas, NV, 
October 25-27, 2018. 

Scott, M. L., & Cnaan, R. A. Religion in the face of globalization: Young adults as global citizens. 
Annual meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion. Las Vegas, NV, October 25-27, 
2018. 

Cnaan, R. A. Is social enterprises the solution to inequality? International Symposium of 
Philanthropy and Commerce. Beijing, China. October 22-23, 2018. 

Scott, M. L. & Cnaan, R. Help wanted: Productivity and self-governing personalities within 
religious congregations. Paper presentation at the Association for the Sociology of Religion 
conference on Strengthening Weak Ties to other Sociological Subdisciplines, Philadelphia, PA. 
August 11-13, 2018. 

Scott, K. l., & Cnaan, R. A. Global citizenship as poverty alleviation for the next generation. Public 
Administration, Policy and Community Development: Managing a Changing Landscape. 
University of Vermont, Burlington, VT. November 3-5, 2017. 

Heist, D. R., & Cnaan, R. A. Determinants of commitment: A Study of LDS senior missionaries. 
Annual meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion. Washington, DC: October 13-
15, 2017. 

Scott, M. L., & Cnaan, R. A. At the center: Valued members of religious congregations. Annual 
meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion. Washington, DC: October 13-15, 2017. 

Cnaan, R. A., & An, S. Even priceless has to have a number: Congregational halo effect. Annual 
meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion. Washington, DC: October 13-15, 2017. 

Cnaan, R. A., Heist, H. D., & Lough, B. Mission possible: Senior volunteering among Latter-day 
Saints. Tenth Annual Conference ANSER/ARES 2017: of the Humanities and Social Sciences, 
Toronto, Ontario Canada. May 31 – June 2, 2017. 
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Scott, M. L., & Cnaan, R. A. Global citizenship as poverty alleviation: NPOs work with youth. 
Tenth Annual Conference ANSER/ARES 2017: of the Humanities and Social Sciences, Toronto, 
Ontario Canada. May 31 – June 2, 2017. 

Cnaan, R. A., & An, S. Harnessing faith for improved quality of life:  Government and faith-based 
nonprofit organizations in partnership. An international workshop on organizational hybridity, 
cross-sectoral relationships, and network governance. Toronto, Canada. April 1st, 2017. 

Cnaan, R. A. Faith & practice: Harnessing congregations to produce public goods. International 
perspectives on partnership-building for nonprofits: A public event. Ryerson University, Toronto, 
Canada. March 31st, 2017. 

Cnaan, R. A. From Policy to research to practice: Helping returning citizens through the GRI. 
Research Seminar Series, Yonsei University School of Social Welfare. Seoul, Korea: March 20, 
2017. 

Cnaan, R. A., Heist, H. D. & Storti, M. H. Papal Volunteers: A Study of Those Who Helped with 
Pope Francis’ Visit to Philadelphia. Annual meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of 
Religion. Atlanta, GA: October 28-30, 2016. 

Cnaan, R. A. Even priceless has a number attached to it: Valuation of urban congregations. Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences Forum on Dialogue among Civilization and Human Destiny 
Community. Beijing, China. August 30 – September 1, 2016. 

Cnaan, R. A. Contrasting volunteers & employees: Managing volunteers’ dilemma. Academy of 
Management annual conference, Public and NonProfit (PNP) Division Plenary Session: A 
Multidisciplinary View of Volunteer Motivations and its Organizational Impact. Anaheim, CA: 
August 7-11. 

Cnaan, R. A. The future of the scientific social work workforce: Responding to trends in society 
and the academy. Islandwood meeting of the Round Table on the Future of Social Work Doctoral 
Education. Bainbridge Island, WA. July 19 to 22, 2016. 

Cnaan, R. A., Heist, H. D. & Storti, M. H. Managing religious episodic volunteering: Pope Francis 
visit to Philadelphia. ISTR 12th International Conference: The Third Sector in Transition: 
Accountability, Transparency, and Social Inclusion. Stockholm, Sweden. June 28-July 1, 2016. 

Cnaan, R. A. Religious organizations as civil society welfare services. Paper presented at the Civil 
Society and the Welfare State at the Age of New Public Governance: A Cross-National 
Exploration. Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel, June 6th - June 8th 2016. 

Cnaan, R. A., Heist, H. D. & Storti, M. H. Episodic volunteering in a religious megaevent. Ninth 
Annual Conference ANSER/ARES 2016: of the Humanities and Social Sciences, Calgary, Alberta 

45 



 
 

 
 

   

 
 

   
  

 
 

   
 

  
    

 
  

 
  

 
 

  
 

 
  

       
 

 

    
 

 
 
 

  
 

      
 

 
   

 
 

   
 

Canada. June 1-2, 2016. 

Cnaan, R. A. The best way to predict the future is to invent it: The process of social innovating. 
Ninth Annual Conference ANSER/ARES 2016: of the Humanities and Social Sciences, Calgary, 
Alberta Canada. June 1-2, 2016. 

Cnaan, R. A. National culture and prosocial behaviors: Results from 66 countries.  Invited lecture 
Kyung Hee University, Seoul Campus: January 12, 2016. 

Cnaan, R. A.  Civic society and nonprofit organizations in the 21st century. Invited lecture City of 
Seoul, Korea, Center for Nonprofit Organizations. January, 13 2016. 

Cnaan, R. A. Measuring social valuation: The case of local religious congregations. Conference on 
“Religion, harmony and sustainable development” as part of G-20 meeting. Istanbul, Turkey: 
November 16-18, 2015. 
Cnaan, R. A., & An, S. Harnessing faith for improved quality of life:  Government and faith-based 
nonprofit organizations in partnership. Annual meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of 
Religion. Newport Beach, CA: October 22-24, 2015. 

Cnaan, R. A. Civic participation as a complex phenomena. Eighth Annual Conference 
ANSER/ARES 2015: Nonprofits and the Social Economy at the Edge, Carleton University, Ottawa, 
Canada. June 5-7, 2015. 

Cnaan, R. A. Measuring NPOs valuation: The case of local religious congregations. Invited paper 
for the monthly Research Seminar Series, Ewha Womans University School of Social Welfare. 
Seoul, Korea: April 27, 2015. 

Cnaan, R. A. National culture and prosocial behaviors: results from 66 countries. Invited paper for 
the monthly Research Seminar Series, Yonsei University School of Social Welfare. Seoul, Korea: 
April 27, 2015. 

LIST OF CHAIRED DISSERTATIONS 

Caroline Jeanne Tice (1988).Organizational culture: An ethnography of a human service 
organization. 

Hea Kyong Oh (1989). Study of Korean immigrants’ process of socio-cultural 
adaptation and economic performance in Philadelphia area. 

Tovia Gilpin Freedman (1991).Women’s stories: The symbolic meaning of breast cancer. 
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Santo Daniel Marabella (1991).Using exchange theory to enhance not-for-profit board 
participation (Boards of directors). 

Johnelle Luciani (1992).Motivational determinants of volunteer behavior: A logistic 
regression analysis using between-group and within-group 
triangulation techniques. 

Anthony Gene Butto (1994).Urban-rural migration: Race, drugs, and community change. 

Chul Hee Kang (1994).Board composition and structure in human service 
organizations. 

Elana Yaron (1995).The quality of working life measures and child welfare 
services. 

Jeffrey Noel Draine (1996).Case management for homeless mentally-ill adult offenders: 
A re-examination of random field trial data. 

Amelia Klein (1996).The significance of peer social support in dually-diagnosed 
clients: Findings from a pilot study. 

Toni Cascio (1996). Continuity and change: The organizational culture of Jewish 
Family and Children’s Services in Philadelphia, 1822-1995. 

Lani Nelson-Zlupko (1996).Comparing client characteristics, services, and outcomes of 
women in specialized and conventional drug treatment (Specialized 
drug treatment). 

Patricia Jean Harding (1996).“Remember that?” Reminiscences of work: A case study of 
the world of work of full-fashion hosiery industry workers in Burks 
County, Pennsylvania, 1925-1965. 

David Anthony Zanis (1996). A harm reduction: Enhanced outreach counseling. 

Gretchen P. Kenagy (1998). Exploring an oppressed group: A study of transgendered 
people in Philadelphia. 

William J. Ryan, Jr. (2000). Perceives social support and the effects of living in the 
community for individuals with a serious and persistent mental 
illness. 

Stephanie C. Boddie (2002). One more river to cross: African-American congregations at 
the dawn of a new millennium. 
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Vanmala S. Hiranandani (2002). Experiences of middle-aged adults with physical disabilities 
in Medicaid managed care. 

Jill W. Sinha (2004). African American youth and communities of faith: 
Capitalizing on compassion, at risk for greatness. 

Janis Goodman (2005). Identity formation within a multicultural context: A field 
study of early adolescent African-American girls set inn an inner-city 
community in North Philadelphia. 

Nushia Siddiqui (2005). Psychosocial and cultural factors affecting HIV risk and 
resilience among African American women. 

Margaret Shope Koppel (2005). Accessible housing for low-income tenants with Physical 
disabilities following the 1988 Fair Housing Act amendments: 
Outcomes and processes in four cities. 

Beverley D. Frazier (2007). Assessing Philadelphia’s community institutional capacity for 
prisoner reentry. 

Karen A. Zurlo (2009). The mediating effects of the sense of control on the financial 
well-being of older adults. 

Brian L. Coleman (2009). Post-conversion experiences of African-American male Sunni 
Muslims: Community integration and masculinity in twenty-first 
century Philadelphia. 

Kielty Turner (2009). The promotion of successful aging through mindfulness skills 
training. 

Cynthia Closs (2010). The effects of oppression on queer intimate adolescent 
attachment. 

Mary Ann A. Groncki (2010). A comparative study of adopted and nonadopted women’s 
attachment within romantic relationships. 

Nicole M. Saint Louis (2010) Job stress, compassion fatigue and burnout and a narrative 
intervention with oncology professionals. 

Laura Kotler-Klein (2010). Family process through the prism of living organ donation: 
Courage, coercion, calculus and coalescence. 

Marni Rosner (2012). Recovery from traumatic loss: A study of women living 

48 



 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

      
 

 
     

    
 

     
 

  
 

    
 

 
   

 
 

    
 

 
 

     
 

 
 

    
  

 
    

 
 

  
  

 
    

  
 

without children after infertility. 

Charlene Chen McGrew (2012). Social service agency partnerships with religious 
congregations in Wilmington, Delaware. 

Jacquelyn E. Warr-Williams (2012). Conversations in the sand: Advanced Sandplay therapy 
training curriculum for masters level clinicians. 

Kia Wilson Kerrin (2012). Understanding the role of spiritual well-being in a smoking 
cessation program. 

Kirk James (2013). The invisible epidemic: educating social work students 
towards holistic practice in a period of mass incarceration. 

Marguerite E. Hendrickson (2013). Incorporating clients underlying religious and spiritual beliefs 
in therapy may improve substance abuse treatment practices, 
especially for persons of color. 

Darcella Anita P. Sessomes (2014). From violation to revelation: Finding faith in the depths of 
prison hell. 

Pamela Szczygiel (2014). A Buddhist-informed framework for approaching difficult 
emotions in psychotherapy. 

Daniel W. Curtis (2015). Blessings and burdens: How Immigrants to the United States 
who are Latter-day Saints perceive the benefits and costs of being 
religious. 

Kass Noah (2016). The philosophies and practices of alcoholics anonymous from 
a psychodynamic perspective. 

Thomas N. Owens (2017). The Role of mindfulness as a buffer against psychosocial 
stress among African American men. 

Nathaniel L. Currie (2017) Male patient experience receiving pre-exposure prophylaxis 
through primary care. 

Sharon Cazabafy (2017) A two-article examination of the integration of trauma-
informed care with adult medical care. 

Jeffrey N. Jin (2017) The Clinical Significance of Companion Animals for LGBT+ 
Youth: Unconditional Love in a Straight Society. 
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Maria J. Balintona (2017) “It gets easier, not better”: Ambiguous loss and resiliency in 
adult children caring for their parent with Alzheimer’s disease. 

H. Daniel Heist (2019). Understanding donor-advised funds: The behavioral 
economics, macroeconomics, and public policies relating to an 
emerging trend in philanthropy. 

Zachary Holtzman-Conston The efficacy of supportive services in the early stages of outpatient 
methadone maintenance treatment. 

Marquisha Lawrence Scott Crossing tracks and ponds: preparing youth for a global society. 

Jonathan Rivers Integrating trauma sensitive mindfulness interventions into urban high 
schools for the benefit of both teachers and students. 
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